(Replace everything in red as appropriate – and if you can personalize your letter, that’s even better!)

Date:

Name of Legislator/City Councilor

Address: 

Address:

Dear __________________,
I am a resident of Cambridge, and a (viewer, user, recipient of services) of Cambridge Community Television, our public access media center.  (Feel free to add more about your experience.)

I am writing in opposition to proposed legislation, Senate Bill 1687 An Act Promoting Consumer Choice and Competition for Cable Service. The bill significantly limits the amount of time that a cable company, seeking a license to operate, is required to negotiate with the local municipality for the use of the public rights of way.  As required by federal law, cable licenses are based upon the “cable-related needs and interests” of the community; the shortened time period of 90 days proposed in the bill does not allow adequate time for local officials to determine those community needs.  For example, I would want to be sure that any license in Cambridge requires support for public, educational, and governmental access, and that there would be sufficient time for me to provide input into the process.

The time frame currently in place for cable licensing is respectful of community process and the responsibility of each city and town to oversee its public rights of way. Verizon has been able to successfully negotiate almost 100 licenses in the state; – clearly, the existing system is not an obstacle. I urge you to defeat this special interest bill.

Sincerely,

Your name and address

