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	Corrie Moreau: So, agriculture in the ants has taken on, um, mostly the form of leaf-cutting and fungus-growing. And so these are the ants that a lot of people think of, you know, with the big parasols of leaves walking through the forest. 


And so the group of ants that all seem to harvest this fungus appear to have happened only once evolutionarily: it has a single evolutionary origin. But the, the group that harvests these, are, or, um, actually keep fungi, are very diverse. There’s really only a couple species that actually cut down the leaves and carry the leaves back to the colony. So the fungus-growing ants, although very diverse: few people actually interact with them. 


So it’s a unique situation in which you have ants that go out and cut down pieces of foliage to grow fungus on, and that’s because these ant species live and feed exclusively on the fungus. So even when you c-, see them carrying back these pieces of leaves, they don’t feed on the leaves. They’ll take the leaves back and cut them into small bits, to grow fungus. And that’s actually what they’re living on. 


